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Poetry Is Productions brings poetry into all that we do, be it theatre, film, dance, 
publishing, or a new style of project. 
 
Our goal is to create art with a broadened sense of the definition of what “Poetry Is.” 
 
Our first production, Robert Eric Shoemaker’s duet musical PLATH/HUGHES, 
inspired rave reviews and intense audience reactions. We hope to bring a similarly 
thrilling and poetic experience to you with this production. 
 
 

ABOUT REDTWIST 
 
Redtwist Theatre embarked upon its first production as an itinerant company in 1994 
with Simon Gray’s Otherwise Engaged. It produced 5 more plays before moving to its 
current home in the vibrant Bryn Mawr Historic District in the fall of 2002. Redtwist’s 
first show in Edgewater, Praying Small, opened in September 2003. It was designated 
as a Critic’s Choice by the Chicago Reader and was extended twice by popular 
demand. During Redtwist’s time at the Bryn Mawr location, its productions have 
received 43 Jeff nominations and won 9 Non-Equity Jeff Awards. 
 

Staff 
 

Daniel Friedman, Redtwist Resident Lighting Designer - Lighting Design Consultant 
Karli Blalock, Redtwist Resident Sound Designer - Sound Design Consultant 
Eric Luchen, Redtwist Tech Director - Set Design Consultant 
Jan Ellen Graves, Redtwist Managing Director - Co-Producer 
Michael Colucci, Redtwist Artistic Director - Co-Producer 
 

A note about the Guest Company project 
 

Starting in the 14-15 season, Redtwist offered to partner with aspiring young artists 
who wanted to produce their own shows, but didn't have a their own venue. Redtwist 
provided the space and the Resident Design Team as artistic collaborators to these 
young companies in an effort to nurture each production, while honoring the original 
vision of every GC project. Redtwist is thrilled to support the artistic growth of a new 
generation, and we are honored to be working in partnership to produce excellent 
theatre. This project has been a great experience for all participants, and Redtwist 
expects to continue and expand the project for as long as Redtwist is producing 
theatre. 
 

14-15 Season 
 

Dancing in the Storm by Tonia Sina (Adapt Theatre Productions i/a/w Redtwist 
Theatre) 
Norma and the Maniac by Ray Nelson (The Orchard Theatre Company i/a/w 
Redtwist Theatre) 
Scissortail by Isaiah Werner (Adapt Theatre Productions i/a/w Redtwist 
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Theatre)…Jeff Recommended 
The Summer of Daisy Fay by Ed Howard (New American Folk Theatre i/a/w 
Redtwist Theatre)…Jeff Recommended 
 

15-16 Season 
 

Bernarda Alba and Her House adapted by Robert Eric Shoemaker from Federico 
García Lorca (Poetry Is Productions i/a/w Redtwist Theatre) 
Muse of Fire by Jake Rosenberg (Genesis Theatrical Productions i/a/w Redtwist 
Theatre) 
Taste by Benjamin Brand (Red Theater i/a/w Redtwist Theatre) 
Eroica by David Alex (Azusa Productions i/a/w Redtwist Theatre) 
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“…I want to do something different, a contemporary play about the times we live 
in, and put on stage themes and problems which people are afraid of confronting. 
The worrying thing here is that the people who go to the theatre do not want to be 
made to think about any moral issue.” – Federico García Lorca 
 
… 
 
Rumor has it that Lorca based La casa de Bernarda Alba on events that occurred 
in a house neighboring one of his childhood homes. Lorca’s family would listen in 
on these sister’s secrets told at the well, for they were trapped within the confines 
of the fence, and Lorca first learned about life under a strict ruler. 
 
For Lorca, this play was fraught with political despair and personal issue. His 
constant desire to “get out from under” the tyranny of the system, of society, of 
the Franco regime, echoes throughout this piece. Lorca was to become much 
more vocal in the liberal fight as he grew older, and would eventually become a 
victim of these political extremes. Bernarda is Lorca’s swan song, the prediction 
of his coming death and of the constraint of his country. 
 
The tragedy remains that Lorca left behind this work in his final year, and that his 
works are often cornered by their “remoteness,” set in an exoticized rural Spain.  
 
It is the work of this stage, tonight, to change the minds of audiences and critics 
alike: to say, yes, Lorca transcends mere locality, that flavor and flare are found 
not from “forms,” but from “creation in action,” words that, as Lorca put it, “get up 
off the page and become human.” 
 
… 
 
It is said that the flamenco form is one of silences, in which true death and 
alternatives to being are contemplated. Bernarda is a work of silences, meant to 
give the audience breathing room (and unbreath) to see life beyond walls, 
beyond authority, and beyond self-restraint.  
 
I leave you with a quote that has nothing contextually to do with Bernarda, but 
perfectly explains her domineering spirit in this house of silence, where nothing 
happens. 
 
… 
 
“Oh night without objects. Oh window muffled on the outside, oh, doors carefully 
closed; customs that have come down from times long past, transmitted, verified, 
never entirely understood. Oh silence in the stair-well, silence in the adjoining 
rooms, silence up there, on the ceiling. Oh mother, one and only you, who faced 
all this silence, when I was a child” – Rilke, from Bachelard’s The Poetics of 
Space 
 

Robert Eric Shoemaker, Director and Artistic Director of Poetry Is 



PRODUCTION STAFF 
Director, Translator and Adapter 
Assistant Director 
Stage Manager 
Set and Properties Designer 
Lighting and Sound Designer 
Composer  
Costume and Makeup Designer 
Dialect Coach 
Fight Choreographer 
Movement Choreographer 
Marketing and Press Relations  
Artistic Consultant 
Artistic Consultants 
Producers 
Lighting Design Consultant 
Sound Design Consultant 
Set Design Consultant 

Robert Eric Shoemaker 
Sofia Johnson 

Alec Long 
Katie O’Shea 

Robert Hornbostel 
Przemeslaw Bosak 

Heather Scholten 
Lora Miller 

Robert Eric Shoemaker 
Shelley DeHosse 

Kathleen Qiu 
Amanda Dittami 

Sarah Bernstein, Amaia Gabantxo 
Michael Colucci*, Jan Ellen Graves* 

Daniel Friedman* 
Karli Blalock* 
Eric Luchen* 

*Redtwist Company Nember 
 

 
CAST (in order of appearance) 

 
Cindy 
Sandy 
Vagabond, Mary Jo, Prudence 
Auntie 1 
Auntie 2 
Auntie 3  
Little Lady 
Bernadette Talbot-White 
Marguerite (Marge)  
Augustina  
Martha (Marty)  
Adelaide (Addy)  
Amelia (Millie)  
 

Lauren Miller 
Denise Hoeflich 

Nancy Wai 
Hannah Sawicki 

Lora Miller 
Kiersten Kolstad 

Shelley DeHosse 
Sara Stern 

Caitlin Connor 
Stacie Hauenstein 

Gilly Guire 
Elaine Small 

Maggie Vaughn 
 

 



CAST PROFILES 
Caitlin Connor (Marguerite) is delighted to be a part of this team! She originally 
hails from Baltimore, where she received her BFA from Towson University. She 
moved to Chicago to embrace all things theatre and comedy. She is currently 
enrolled in iO's Training Center and The Second City Conservatory. She can also 
be seen performing around the city with her independent improv team, Fun 
Police. Caitlin would like to thank her family and friends for all their love and 
support! 
 
Shelley DeHosse (Little Lady) is thrilled to wear multiple hats for this amazing 
show! In Chicago, she has performed/worked with Her Story Theatre, Hyde Park 
Community Players, NealShow Productions, Pride Films and Plays, Gorilla 
Tango Theatre, and The Public House Theatre. You can also find her dancing it 
up with Chicago Spirit Brigade. Love and thanks to Mom, Alison, Eric, cast, crew, 
designers, anyone who hosted rehearsal or otherwise contributed to this project, 
and you! Enjoy! 
 
Gilly Guire (Martha) is thrilled to be working with Poetry Is in association with 
RedTwist! Recent Chicago area credits include Dane Eissler's Forever Fetal at 
Gorilla Tango, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sugar Plums at The Public House 
Theatre, and A Midsummer Night's Dream with James Downing Theatre. She 
has a degree in Theatre Arts from Minnesota State University, Mankato. Gilly 
would like to thank her family and friends for their constant love and support. 
 
Stacie Hauenstein (Augustina) is incredibly excited to be doing her first show 
with Poetry Is. Since coming to Chicago, 9 years ago, she has worked with 
companies such as Right Brain Project, The Nine, The State, Redmoon, 
Strangeloop, Point of Contention, Commedia Beauregard, and Theatre-Hikes. In 
2008, Stacie graduated from the 2-year acting conservatory at Act One Studios, 
where she could be seen in productions such as American Devine, Laramie 
Project, and Cherrywood. She has a BA in theatre from UW-Madison and is 
currently pursuing a degree in physical therapy. 
 
Denise Hoeflich (Sandy) is thrilled to be working with Poetry Is on this amazing 
project! Denise was last seen as Jean u/s in Redtwist Theatre's production of 
Good People. She is delighted to have worked with a variety of theaters in 
Chicago and surrounding communities including Three Cat Productions, Polarity 
Ensemble, Citadel Theater, Bowen Park Theatre and Passion Theatre. Denise is 
a company member at Halcyon Theatre in Chicago and her most recent 
productions with Halcyon include Diana of Dobson's and War Zone is My Bed. 
She will be appearing as Kitty this spring in Halcyon Theatre’s production of 
Dreams of the Penny Gods. Denise is a graduate of the Academy at BlackBox 
Acting Studio. She would like to thank her loving husband Adam for his never-
ending support. 
 
Kiersten Kolstad (Auntie 3) is honored to be working with Poetry Is in 
association in Redtwist Theatre in her first post-graduate production. Her 
previous credit include Failure: A Love Story, As You Like It, All of Orestes, On 
the Edge of a Dark Wood, and For Girls Who Scream into Pillows. She is a 2015 
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Graduate of Lake Forest College with a degree in Theatre and History. She 
would like to thank the immensely talented cast and crew. She would also like to 
thank Chris Corey and her grandparents for their love and support. 
 
Lauren Miller (Cindy) is thrilled to be working with Poetry Is! Recent theatrical 
roles include The Mother (Kiss of the Spider Woman), The Black Fox (The 
Vilification of Aqua Woman), Peggy (The Birds), Lady Capulet (Romeo and 
Juliet), and Madame des Volanges (Dangerous Liaisons), along with numerous 
staged readings and concerts. She has performed with Benevolent Theatre, Hell 
in a Handbag Productions, The Women’s Theater Alliance, Three Cat 
Productions, Chicago Opera Theater, Chamber Opera Chicago, Light Opera 
Works, the Hyde Park Gilbert and Sullivan Opera Society (50th Anniversary 
production), Court Studio Theater, the UChicago Revels, The Hyde Park 
Community Players, and Second City. 
 
Lora Miller (Auntie 2) is a California Native going on her third year in Chicago! 
Most recently you may have seen her in Letters From Antonio with the Sonnet 
Project(s) at Mayne Stage, or understudying for the lead role of Windy City 
Playhouse’s premiere production of End Days, directed by Henry Godinez. Lora 
is thrilled to be diving into Lorca with this production and to pick back up her flute 
for the first time in many years as one of the ambient Aunties. Stay tuned for her 
role as Fifi in the production of The Big Funk this May, produced and performed 
with fellow BFA survivors under the tutelage of the one and only Svetlana 
Efremova. 
 
Hannah Sawicki (Auntie 1) is so excited to be a part of Bernarda Alba and Her 
House! She is a recent transplant to Chicago from Cincinnati. Some Chicago 
credits include assistant directing Heat Wave at the Steppenwolf Garage Rep 
and The Princess, the Minstrel, and the Rabid Bat with Rabid Bat Theatricals. 
Some of her acting credits include Avery in the Regional Premiere of Rapture, 
Blister, Burn at Ensemble Theater Cincinnati, Janice in Crumble (Lay Me Down 
Justin Timberlake), Princess of Rhyme in The Phantom Tollbooth, and Selena in 
the devised piece Lunar 2.0. Film credits include The Funhouse Massacre, Coda, 
and soon to be released web-series Standardized. She is a proud alumna of 
Butler University class of 2013! She would like to thank Eric for this wonderful 
opportunity and, of course, her friends and family for the love and support! 
 
Elaine Small (Adelaide) is thrilled to be a part of this new production with Poetry 
Is. Previous Chicago productions include A Mess of Durang - ColorBox Theatre, 
My First Time - Broken Nose Theatre, Bouncers - Public House Theatre, and El 
Stories XII - The Waltzing Mechanics. Elaine majored in theatre at Illinois State 
University. Credits there include Blithe Spirit, Talk Radio and The Rover. Special 
thanks to friends and family and to Redtwist Theatre for allowing us inside your 
home! 
 
Sara Stern (Bernadette Talbot-White) is honored to join the challenging world of 
Lorca and Bernarda Alba in this new production by Poetry Is. She originated the 
roles of Martha in Down & Derby with The New Colony and of Sarah Bernhardt in 
Cyrano with Ourobouros Theatre Company, and burned in the role of Mamah 
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Cheney in Work Song: Three Views of Frank Lloyd Wright with Theater-Hikes. 
Sara has performed multiple roles at Light Opera Works [last season as Fruma 
Sarah—Fiddler on the Roof and The Merry Widow]. Other credits include roles 
with Porchlight Theatre, The Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Company, Chamber Opera 
Chicago, Pegasus Players, and The American Girls Revue. 
 
Maggie Vaughn (Millie) is a Lorca nerd that would like to thank both him and 
Eric for bringing this show to life. She is a member of The Runaways Lab Theater 
Company (Red Death, The Party House) when not working with others in 
Chicago, and is an artistic associate at Salonathon. 
 
Nancy Wai (Vagabond, Mary Jo, Prudence) was first exposed to the magic of the 
performing arts by her mother via Andrew Lloyd Webber. While her love for the 
theatre continued into adulthood, she did not consider acting until a few years 
ago and therefore joined the Hyde Park Community Players where she became 
involved in a few productions and staged readings. A marketer by day, she plans 
to hone her skills to raise up entrepreneurs and enable her to surf her way 
around the world. 
 
A 

STAFF/CREW PROFILES 
 
Robert Eric Shoemaker (Director, Translator/Adapter) is a Chicago based poet-
playwright, director, and journalist. Eric has worked with companies including 
Gorilla Tango, the Chicago Musical Theatre Festival, Abbie Hoffman Festival, 
Rhinofest, 3 Brothers Theater, American Theater Company, and Redtwist 
Theatre, our current gracious host. Eric is the 2014 recipient of the Menn 
Foundation prize for best play for his musical PLATH/HUGHES, and of a 2015 
DCASE grant for this project, Lorca in America. His first book of poetry, 30 Days 
Dry, is available through Thought Collection Publishing. Visit reshoemaker.com 
for more information. Eric is the founding artistic director of Poetry Is. Thank you 
to all of the lovely people who made this production happen. 
 
Sofia Johnson (Assistant Director) is a New York and Chicago based 
playwright, actor and costume designer. She has most recently worked for Le 
Vorris and Vox Circus, Classical Entertainment Society, LaSalle Street Theater, 
and University Theater at the University of Chicago. Her last play, 22 Stories, 
was produced with the 2011 New York International Theatre Festival, and was 
lsited as a Backstage critic's pick. Sofia is also a founding ensemble member of 
the Commedia Dell'Arte troupe, Attori Senza Paura. 
 
Alec Long (Stage Manager, Master Carpenter) hails from Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
He is a graduate of the 2012 DePaul Theatre School class. While at school, he 
had work with Colloboraction and Impacct as a designer/assistant and as a 
carpenter for Navy Pier on their 2011 fall and 2012 spring shows. Since then, he 
has worked on shows across the US from Austin, Texas to his hometown. He 
has also worked as a freelance graphic designer for several independent clients. 
He has recently returned to Chicago in an attempt to fill his voracious need to do 
more theatre. 
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Kathleen O'Shea (Scenic and Properties Designer) is very excited to be part of 
another Robert Eric Shoemaker production. She has previously worked as 
Scenic Designer for Shoemaker's adaptation of War of the Worlds and has 
appeared in his staged readings of Mrs. Bernarda Alba and Transformations. In 
her spare time, she tends to do even more art. 
 
Przemyslaw Bosak (Composer) is a composer, sound designer and multi-
instrumentalist.  His compositional output for visual media includes scores for 
four movies and a few theatrical plays. As a member of New Music Chicago, he’s 
performed modern and experimental music at clubs, museums and galleries 
across Chicago. He is thrilled to be a part of Lorca in America with a very 
talented cast and crew. 
 
Heather Scholten (Costume/Makeup) is delighted to be collaborating on this 
production with Poetry Is. Recent Chicago costuming credits include costume 
design for Theatre Y's productions of Happy Days and Penelope, O Penelope. 
 
Kathleen Qiu (Marketing and Press Relations) is thrilled to once again join 
Robert Eric Shoemaker’s team. Previously, she costume designed his shows 
War of the Worlds and Iron Bridal Feast. She has also designed with On the Spot 
Theatre Company and Bread & Roses Productions in Chicago. Currently, she is 
the creative director of fashion and costume brand KatLine. 
 
Amanda Dittami (Artistic Consultant) is a mixed media +-digital artist, 
shopkeeper of her bizarre bazaar-esque art & resale Cynamon Shop, and the 
groundskeeper of her Tech Cemetery. Well versed in a variety of art forms, styles 
and techniques, Amanda is an avid participant and advocate of interdisciplinary 
arts & collaboration. Her work has been showcased in museums and galleries 
across the country, including The Phoenix Art Museum, The Leonardo, The Field 
Museum and more. 
 
Michael Colucci  (Producer) is the founder and Artistic Director of Redtwist 
Theatre, and has directed many of the plays here, including Broken Glass, That 
Face, Equus (2010), Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf? (2008), Three Hotels, A 
View From The Bridge, Les Liaisons Dangereuses, All My Sons, and Praying 
Small. He has also been seen on stage at Redtwist as Harry Hyman in Broken 
Glass, Dr. Sweet in Bug, Martin in The Goat, Or Who Is Sylvia?, George in 
Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf?, Eddie Carbone in A View From The Bridge, and 
Joe Keller in All My Sons. In addition, Michael has worked at various theatres in 
Chicago, including Court, Victory Gardens, TimeLine, and American Blues. 
 
Jan Ellen Graves (Producer) has appeared in many Redtwist shows including 
Another Bone, Clybourne Park, A Body Of Water, The Cripple Of Inishmaan, The 
Laramie Project: Ten Years Later, Man From Nebraska, A Delicate Balance, 
Three Hotels, Equus, Doubt, Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf?, and All My Sons. 
Some favorite Chicagoland stage roles include M’Lynn in Steel Magnolias, Ilona 
in She Loves Me and Sister Robert Anne in Nunsense I and II. She directed the 
world premieres of Aura and Geezers by Tommy Lee Johnston, and most 
recently, directed The American Clock, all at Redtwist. 



SPECIAL THANKS 
Amaia Gabantxo and her Flamenco Amigos, for inspiring us; 

 
Rebecca Segall, for her tireless support; 

 
Sarah Bernstein and all of the SWARM residents, for helping bring new light to 

this translation; 
 

Michael Colucci and Jan Graves, for all of their hard work behind the scenes and 
for their mentorship; 

 
The members of DCASE, for the IAP grant and their support of the arts in 

Chicago; 
 

Ed and Betty Shoemaker, for helping far beyond the call of duty and supporting 
the arts; 

 
Federico García Lorca, il miglior fabbro; 

 
and everyone involved in Poetry Is and Lorca in America, now and in the future. 


